




2010 Sea Turtle Hatchling Disorientation Summary Report 
Broward County Florida 

In 2010, there were a total of 2,248 nests in Broward County marked by NOVA and shared electronically with Sea Turtle 
Oversight Protection. This data was used for mapping, volunteer scheduling and static nest information in this report.  
Sea Turtle Oversight Protection (STOP) volunteers reported fielding the hatchouts of 646 nests including 33 unmarked 
nests. Of the 646 nests reported, 8,844 hatchlings disoriented, or 33% of the total hatchlings counted by STOP.  

• How many disoriented hatchlings came from relocated nests? 
1,916 hatchlings, or 22% of the total reported disorientations came from nests that had been relocated. 

• How many disoriented hatchlings were green sea turtles? 
1,252 hatchlings, or 14% of the total reported disorientations were endangered green sea turtles. 

How was this data collected and by whom? 

This hatch report data was collected by permitted STOP volunteers 
under the supervision of Florida Wildlife Commission Marine Turtle 
Permit  #192 holder, STOP Co-founder and President Richard 
WhiteCloud.  All hatch counts were performed live on-site during 
nighttime surveys totaling over 8,000 logged man-hours on the 
beach. Hatch reports were collected on the SeaTurtleOP.org website 
with restricted access. The database was created and maintained by 
STOP Vice President and IT professional Justin Gould. 

How accurate is this data? 
Please note the following adjustments to consider.  
Nest Coverage data is based on ALL marked nests and does not 
adjust for predated, failed or destroyed nests. Therefore, actual 
Nest Coverage by stop volunteers is higher than stated. This 
adjustment does not affect Nest Disorientation or Hatchling Count data which is derived only from witnessed 
hatchouts. Additionally, adjustments must be made regarding  total quantity for areas with low Nest Coverage when 
comparing zones or making assumptions of lighting compliancy in areas with low Disorientation Percentage figures. 

Is there evidence to support this data? 
Supporting infrared video documentation of this data can be found at http://SeaTurtleOP.org or viewed by scanning the 
barcode on the back of this report with a smartphone. Additional videos, FWC Disorientation Reports filed with Florida 
Wildlife Commission and the supporting hatch report data in spreadsheet format are available upon request.   

What do the headers in the report mean? 
The Nest Count Data Fields Answer: 
• Where were STOP volunteers present during hatchouts? 
• How many MONITORED NESTS had disorientations? 

The Hatchling Count Data Fields Answer: 
• How many hatchlings were counted? 
• What were the results of each hatchling? 

STOP Hatch Report Database Fields 

Field Name Field Description 
nest_id Municipality + Nest Number 
hatch_date Date of hatch 
no_unassisted Hatchling unassisted to water 
no_disoriented Hatchlings disoriented 
no_rescue_ctr Hatchlings taken to Gumbo Limbo 
no_died Hatchlings dead 
volunteer_name Name of permitted staff on site 
fwc_report Link to FWC pdf report filed 
moon Presence of moon and intensity 
moon_position Position of moon 
conditions General weather conditions 
sea_conditions General sea conditions 
notes A detailed summary of hatch 
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